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THIS IS UNEVALUATER INFORMATION 50X1-HUM

1. TRAVEL AND COMMUTING
is unrestricted. One can travel by railrosd, air,

river bozt and sutobus. To travel from Hungery to the USSR, Rumania, Eest
Germany, CER and Yugoslavia, it 1s possible to travel by reil and =air only.
50X1-HUM

2, It is not necessary to obtain authorizations from the loeczl police or to

obtain a police permit to purchage train or tus ticketeg,]
|

Iocal end cross countyry

~travel tickets for trains and buses could be purchesed at the stations and
bus tickets could be purchased from the bus driver if desired. At the time
of my departure from Budspest in April 1956, train tickets could be pur-
chased at the railroad stations et stendard fare. They were also aveilable
at standard fare plus a small fee vhen purchagsed on a train. To the best
of my knovledge the only persons enjoyilng special privileges; such as pur-
chasing tickets at half price, were railroad employees, I did not notice
priorities given to special individuals or classes when the trains were
crowled with the exception of invalids and pregnent women who were alwayas
given seats. The tickets were collected and cancelled enroute by the con-
ductor vho was spotchecked occasionally by his superior. There wes no
other check on a traveler unless he -ppeared suspicious to the cornductor or
was under surveillence, If a traveler aboard g train decicded to exchenge
his ticket for another route he was penalized for half the velue of the

ticket.

3. During local travel and travel within Hungary, bagrase was not opened for
checking. Trevelers were stopped and luggage checked only if the traveler
appeared suspicious to the officials. <Qulte often, train travelers were sub-
Jected to a surprise check but only when the train traveled near restricted
areas or in the border zones. To the best of my knowledge neither the con-
ductor on the train or the bus driver made a list of travelers' names nor
kept records. Transportation officials who were under survelllance at all
times were forbidden tu accept tips but still 1t wos possible to meke a bribe.

4. As of April 1956 people no longer rode as passengers on freight trains.

5. All privately owned automobiles . " travel from one city to another, 1t
wvas obligatory to have a license and a registration tag. Only owners of
] e el el = el |
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sutomobiles could purchase gasoline with ration coupons from govermment
gasoline stations. Bicycle registration was uandatory. It was necessary
4o register in a police station for a permit to purchase & bicycle and
obtain a license plate. This also spplied to motor bikes, scooters and
motorcycles. Many people traveled to und from work Ly bicycle. Each
rider had to carry a picture identification card, As a rule there were
no document check pcints encountered whem traveling by ticycle.

The only transportation by boat wes on the Tisza River and tbe Danube
River, and also Lake Balaton. Tickets for boat trevel were purchased at
the docks and no special permit was needed. 50X1-HUM

Airtrmlﬁﬂ:inﬂmgwmavailabletom.\ \

| The planes flew on schedules vhich seemed

to be reliadble. It was impossible for a perscn to charter a plane., Only
political officials and other trusted persons were pcrmitted to obtain

yassage to other Satellite countries or to countries outside of the Soviet
orbit, A passport, picture identification card and other perumits were
necessary to fly abroad. Application for a flight ticket was made at the
Magyar Alr Travel office in Budepest. The ticket was picied up and paid

for at the airport. Reservetions to fly abroad had to be made ten days

to two weeks in advance of the travel date. 50X1-HUM

Most of the local populace used street cars ard buses for transportation
vithin the city. Iocal residents also used taxis frequently. |

\ City t.ansportaticn

vas checked by the police but only vhen they seemed to be looking for some-
one. During these checks, travelers had to produce a permit to travel wvhich
had been furnished by the employer of the traveler. Many of the pecple who
lived in villages several kilometers'distant, sometimes up to 2 % hours away,
commited by train. Workers could travel on city transportation and commut::-
trains on reduced fare if they purchused weekly fares.

HOUSING
Itwas very difficult to obtain permanent housing. The housing sbortage 50x1-HUM
beceme more ccute each day. Each commmity surrounding Budapest had a
housing agency or housing administration where a person filed for peimanent
Tesidence. These were all govermment controlled agencies. If ope desired
be r wes .
|

| It was pecessary or important to be a member of the

Coommist Party. To register for a permanent address in Budgpest or one of
the surrounding cities, one had to furnish the landlord with the following
information: camplete bilographical history, residences for 12 years pest,
previous employment for 12 yeers, and the name and address of the last previous
lendlord. It was necessary also to present a picture identification card and
be subjected to a thorough police questioning.

To obtain temporary housing ii wus necessary to £ill ocut an gpplication with
one of the housing agencies. In most cases one could obtain terporary hous-
ing up to 90 dgys in any of the hotels. A new arrival in the city was re-
quired to report to the police within 24 hours of arrival. He wos then

given a provisional 90-day stay permit althoush these were soretimes extended
for a year, never longer. The procedure to obtain temporary bousing was very
complicated, involving many trips to the police station.

VWhen a local resident visited friends or relatives or entertained cut of town
visitors i1t wvas necessary to report the visit to the police.

¥When lecaving permanent housing, one had to obtaln an exdt permit To prove
proper dereglatration, the individual leaving permanent housing carried a
legalized exit permit with the police seal stamped upen it, mede out by the
individual and countersigned by the landlord.
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13, RESTAIRANTS, CANTEENS, MARKETING .
ez Tocal inkebltants pationized the restmurants and cafes, ' Pernits end
were not necessary. A check by police in thece places was infrequent.

coupons

In factories or oiber places of erployment vhere lunches were served, s workers?
permit had to be presented for lunch. At the fiper res’ urants and cafes it '
was scmotimes necessary to make reservations in advance. Most of the restan-
rants had memus from which standard or special meals ¢l be selected. Tips
were alveys included in the price of the meal but one cculd tip extra iz ore
vished. Soms of the restaurants forbede additional tip,ing and the walters

vere forced to refuse them.

14, In purchasing fuods at the cooperatives and markets it wes not necessary
to have retion coupons, There were many foods which were not availoble at
the cooperative stores which ore could buy on the Black Market but the price
was high., One could also tuy a “ariety of foodstuffs at the open naxket.
The prices in the open markets were slightly higher than the state cooper-
ative stores. | |
| 50X1-HUM

15, CLOTHING, LUXURIES AND NDCESSITIES
In April 1953 all controls on the purchase of clothing wvre lifted. Thexe
wvas no rationing of shoes, clothing or other articles of apperel. As a
Tale, factory workers wore s1op coatsd or overslls and these were purchescc
at a discount when a work book wes presented. Most of the school chlldren
and the teachers wore a uniforn. ke kats worn by the children were
patterned after the Russian militery hate

16. PLRSQUAL EFFECTS
Many of the loscal inhabitunts weer wriatwatched. Orly amwinp, “be farmers
was this not customery. Many of the local inhabitante, even school children,
carried brief cases. The brief cases were of leather with two or more con-
partmeats and most of them had zippers. In these brilef cases the inhabitants
corried & voriety of articles which included lunch, folding ruincoats, news-
papers, etc. The men usually carried personal documents in a pocket secretery
or wallet in the left inside coat pocket. In the billfold they carried ad-
dftiopal identification cards, moncy and keys. Other pocket articles carried
by men were key cases, hendkerchiels and neil clippers. The - R
ried in the rear left pants pocket. The higkest carmonly used benk note wos
the 100 forint.

17. Personal documents .uch as identification cards, permits and other effects
of a deceased indiv.duzl are ususlly turrced over to the next ol Xn.

18, MEDICAL AND DENTAL CARE
When & person, covered under a hocpital pla  equired medical cere, the
procedure was as follows:

Tre person reported to the clinic at bis place of employnent where he pre-
sented his identification card and work book. The person was then exanired
and 1if his illness made him eligible for hospital care he could be admitted
to a hospital or could subscribe to private redical care. 1f tke person
wes not covered by hospitalizatior he could obtaln pedicel aid from a Zov-
ermment institution or from a private docstor i he could afford the fee.

19. The govermment medical institutions are under close scrutimy by the Soviets
wvho check constantly cn the status of people on gick leave., Periodic visits
are made to the sick person’s home and to his employere. For retired persons
the only thing recessary for medical or dental care was for tke person to
preseut a retirement card at one of the smovernment medicel ingtitutions.
Many local inhabitante had dental work dope by private dentists because of
the inferior quality ot dental work performed ot govermment institutions.

C=OeNoF~IlD-E-ll«T~I-A-L
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Prices of the most commonly used articles of clothing and personal items in
April 1956 were men's shirts, 80-200 forints; men's suits, 500-1800 forints;
and nen's shoes, 300 forints and up. ;

EMPIOYNENT

Therec wvas a constant demand for the vhite collar type of help. Unskill:l
worksrs were forced to take laboring jobs vherever availeble. Skilled workers
were placed on Jobs within their field with no troubls. Esployment at the
govermeent defense plants vas aluxys svailable, A person spplying for a Job
had to present all of his identification pspers and work record to his pros-
pective employer. During the interview the enployment manager exmmined all

of the documsnts snd asked meny questions. 50X1-HUM

he 18 working. A nev amployee was checked at the gate upon entering and leav-
ing, for his fdentification card, work book and badge, untll well known to

the gusris. . 50X1-HUM
POLITICS, SOCIAL ACTIVITIES, THEATRES, MOVIES, NIGHT CILUBS AND CAFES

In onrn & Ry PEOP the
Cammnist Party. The Coamunist Party reguires that Jubers carry

membership cards at all times. If a person was wnabls to produce this mem-
bership caxd when reguested, a fine of 100 forints was imposed.

The theatre and movie houses vere open to the general public at all times,
For the opera and ballet, reservations were required. Patrons at the
theatre were not subject to a regular police check, howvever there were
occasions vhen a surprise check wvas made.

Everyone could enter the bars and coffee houses. Most of the night clubs
and beer sardens were frequented by Communist Party members only and did
not have a police check but occasionally a surprise check was made.

Fo permit or pass was necessary to attend church. Previously enyone who
tock part in church activity would shortly lose his job, In the past
several months this practice has been abolisghed,

The custon of visiting one’s friends or relatives on Sundey evenings is
still very common.

C-O«l+FuIvDeErNaTI~A~L
NOFORN NO DIS3EM ABROAD LIMITED
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cwsions and dsbates during the rest yeriods. m:u.
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’
yolice stpped snyome on the street, everyone in the vieinity 50X1-HUM

would immedistely Wik emy.
TRAVEY., FOSTAL REGUIATTONSG AND CENBORGHTP
a a or poruit it wvas

Normally .
It took from tw to eight dgys for s letter going alnoad to leave Rmgary.
Inooming foredgn mail wvas dslivered dJjc:ctly to the ho:seIf the person wes

ot at howe,the postman left a slipy of peper informing the addressee that
mmmhmmdwmifhwtthmpofmm
rropexr identification to the p-.t 70l-.. The lettsr could be picked wp the

same dxy at the Jost office. For the six momths prior to April 1956, there

vare #0 chenges in the postal rates. mall In Rungsry is still
censored, However, it is a secret method emd mot ss obvious es it was previously.

~end-~ 50X1-HUM
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